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WHO SHOULD ATTEND: This summit is for state 
and federal agency staff, public and private wetland 
researchers, engineers, managers, not-for-profit and 
nongovernmental organizations, hunters, birders, and 
any conservationist interested in helping shape the 
future of wetland conservation in Missouri. 
 
OVERVIEW: The 2023 Missouri Wetlands Summit, 
hosted by the Conservation Federation of Missouri and 
the Missouri Department of Conservation, at Lodge of 
the Four Seasons on February 1-3, 2023.  

This is an invitation and opportunity to critically 
review and report on wetland management status 
and trajectory. Contemporary and forward-looking 
perspectives are needed to ensure that the gains made 
in recent decades are perpetuated. New challenges are 
apparent as public expectations change, ecological and 
climate influences emerge, and agency budgets continue 
to face necessary tradeoffs. The summit will offer 
historical context, highlight the breadth of private and 
public wetland restoration and management, provide 
large-scale and longer-term wetland benefits and 
challenges, and invite attendees to explore solutions. 

BACKGROUND: Significant wetland loss and 
degradation have occurred throughout North America. 
As a result, many of the functional values of wetlands 
have been lost or highly altered. This certainly has 
been the case in Missouri, where 90% of the historical 
wetland habitat base has been lost. Although wetland 
acquisition, restoration, and management have offset 
habitat loss to a degree, gains have only partially offset 
losses. And threats to wetland functions and values are 
only increasing.

The early emphasis in Missouri (through the 1970s) 
involved establishing “waterfowl areas” with an 
emphasis on migratory ducks, geese, and waterfowl 
hunting opportunities. That changed as the Missouri 
Department of Conservation embarked on an 
ambitious program of wetland acquisition, restoration, 
and management following the passage of Design for 
Conservation in the mid-1970s. 

Other state and federal agencies also recognize the 
value of wetlands, and many wetlands protection 
and restoration programs have been initiated in 
recent years. For example, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service initiated wetland conservation 
programs following provisions in the 1985 and 1990 
Farm Bill. The US Fish and Wildlife Service Partners 
for Fish and Wildlife program, initiated in 1987, was 
designed to improve wetland conservation efforts on 
private lands. Nongovernmental Organizations such 
as Ducks Unlimited and The Nature Conservancy 
have also been significant contributors to wetland 
conservation programs in Missouri, as wetland values 
and conservation efforts are recognized and supported 
by hunters, birders, and citizens in general.   

Increased attention to wetlands has offered both 
opportunities and challenges. Design for Conservation 
addressed the constitutional mandate to conserve 
all wildlife. Thus, wetland managers were presented 
with responsibility for managing the broad range of 
public use and diversity of wetland wildlife benefits. 
They are now faced with management decisions 
involving tradeoffs between habitat and public 
uses. Managing wetlands for diverse wildlife while 
accommodating various public uses does not have a 
single “right answer.” Instead, it requires 
measurement, evaluation, and 
adaptive management to 
achieve a balance between 
wildlife and people goals.

Wetland restoration and 
management are costly, require 
significant budget commitments, 
and present a long-term obligation 
to maintain wetland diversity and 
productivity. A hands-off approach 
to management will not succeed in 
the highly altered Missouri landscape. 
Contemporary challenges involve 
cooperative management to ensure long-
term viability for wetland wildlife, diverse 
public use, and ecological benefits.
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In March of 2021, the following resolution was passed  
at the Annual Meeting of the Conservation Federation of Missouri. 

WHEREAS, wetlands provide essential ecological services affecting flood storage, water quality, nutrient and 
sediment filtering, ground-water recharge, as well as a broad range of biological and societal benefits; and

WHEREAS, wetlands provide aesthetic and recreational opportunities for viewing, education, hunting, and 
fishing; and

WHEREAS,  Missouri has lost 90% of its original wetland habitats and the remainder occur in a highly altered 
landscape; and

WHEREAS, landscape, climate, and societal changes continue to occur, thus increasing the long-term threat to 
wetland functions and values; and

WHEREAS, through the passage of “Design for Conservation” and the 1/8 of 1% sales tax all Missourians made 
a significant investment in the acquisition, restoration, infrastructure, and management of MDC intensively 
managed wetlands; and

WHEREAS, the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grants and the Corps of Engineers (COE) 
Missouri River Mitigation projects that involve working with many federal, state, local, and non-profit partners, 
resulted in major funding assistance in restoring Missouri wetlands; and

WHEREAS, recent infrastructure design and development of MDC intensively managed wetlands is considered 
“state of the art” for withstanding flood damage and providing a diversity of habitats for wetland wildlife; and

WHEREAS, this investment has made measurable impacts on wetland wildlife and related public use both 
locally and on a continental scale; and

WHEREAS, the current MDC wetland objectives were developed in partnership with national and joint venture 
planning initiatives; and

WHEREAS, managed wetlands on MDC areas serve as models for management of private and other public 
wetlands; and

WHEREAS, best management practices for wetlands require up to date knowledgeable staff to achieve a 
balanced management program that will result in the desired vegetative and wildlife responses; and

WHEREAS, biologists and waterfowl hunters alike have questions relating to the impacts habitat loss, climate 
change, agriculture, refuges, and wetland management are having on the distribution of waterfowl and 
corresponding hunting success throughout the Mississippi flyway; and

WHEREAS, ongoing management and related infrastructure must “keep pace” with ecological, landscape, and 
social changes; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Conservation Federation of Missouri, assembled this 6th day of March, 2021, urges the 
Missouri Department of Conservation to maintain adequate staffing and resourcing of intensively managed 
wetland areas necessary to achieve desired management objectives; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Conservation Federation of Missouri urges the Missouri Department of Conservation 
to maintain the investment in managed wetlands in Missouri and related management infrastructure and 
strategies that ensure the integration of diverse wildlife benefits and a broad range of public benefits thus 
perpetuating the model of waterfowl and wetlands conservation that has been a hallmark of Missouri 
conservation for more than 70 years; and be it further

RESOLVED, that to provide the foundation for achieving the above results, the Conservation 
Federation of Missouri (CFM) urges the Missouri Department of Conservation to partner 
with CFM’s Wetland and Waterfowl Resource Advisory Committee to develop a joint 
proposal for review by leadership of the two entities to carry out a Missouri Wetland 
and Waterfowl Symposium to be held during a future date but no later than 2022.



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

To secure sponsorship, or for questions please contact Tyler Schwartze  
573-634-2322 or tschwartze@confedmo.org

To pay by credit card, go online at confedmo.org/wetlands or send this flyer and a check to: 
Conservation Federation of MO, 728 W. Main St. Jefferson City, MO 65101
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February 1–3, 2023 | Lodge of the Four Seasons, Lake Ozark, Missouri

Join the Conservation Federation of Missouri and the Missouri Department of Conservation by sponsoring the 2023 
Missouri Wetlands Summit. This summit is for state and federal agency staff, public and private wetland researchers, 
engineers, managers, not-for-profit and nongovernmental organizations, hunters, birders, and any conservationist 
interested in helping shape the future of wetland conservation in Missouri.

TRUMPETER SWAN SPONSORSHIP   $15,000
Presenting sponsor of Wednesday or Thursday evening Dinner

• Logo on website, signage, and all printed material • Recognized at Wednesday and Thursday Dinner

BALD EAGLE SPONSORSHIP   $10,000
Presenting sponsor of Thursday or Friday Lunch

• Logo on website, signage, and all printed material • Recognized at Thursday and Friday Luncheon

BLUE HERON SPONSORSHIP   $5,000
Evening Social on Wednesday or Thursday

• Logo on website, signage, and all printed material • Recognized at Wednesday and Thursday evening Social

AMERICAN BITTERN SPONSORSHIP   $2,500
Snack/Break Sponsorship

• Logo on website, and all printed material • Logo on Snack/Break signage

MALLARD DUCK SPONSORSHIP   $1,000
Nametag/Lanyard Sponsorship (1 total available)

• Business name (text) on website, and all printed material • Logo on nametags

AMERICAN COOT SPONSORSHIP   $500
Audio Visual Sponsorship (3 total available, 1 per day)
Printing & Program Sponsorship (1 total available) 

• Business name (text) on agenda and website • Special acknowledgment at opening and closing


