
The missing link for prescribed fire on private land

Prescribed Burn Associations
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Hurdles for prescribed fire

 Knowledge

 Experience

 Training

 Equipment

 People-power





 Community-led 

 By-laws and guidelines

 Missouri nonprofit 

 Board of Directors 

 Membership

What is a PBA
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Great Plains Fire Science Exchange: https://gpfirescience.org/prescribed-burn-associations/









 Shared lift to steer the PBA

 Elected Board of Directors  

 President

 Vice-President

 Secretary/Treasurer

 (2-4) Board Members

Technical Advisors

Community Leadership 
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Membership to receive assistance

 Dues - $25-50/year

 Having once completed  
training 

 Participate on 1-2 PBA 
member’s burns
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Equipment
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Equipment



Photo Credit: Kim Cole



Photo Credit: East Central PBA



Photo Credit: East Central PBA



Photo Credit: Kim Cole

Photo Credit: Kim Cole



Photo Credit: Lisa McBrayer



Typical Process to Burn

1. Submit burn plan and added to 
project list
 First come/first ready for members 

and/or by weather 

2. Firebreak inspection prior to day of 
burn

3. Reserve/checkout equipment

4. Send notification to membership



Day of Burn
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 Reach out to them

 Engage as you see fit

 Join as a member

 Be a mentor

 Promote the PBA model 
and awareness

How can you plug into PBA efforts?
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 Moprescribedfire.org/pba-resources
 Quick Start Guide

 Startup Road Map

 Resources and Documents Folder
 Plug and play templates available

 Reach out to your family, friends, 
neighbors, and local technical provider

There’s not a PBA near me. 
How do I start one?





Thank You!

Wes Buchheit
Prescribed Fire Coordinating Biologist
Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever
(573) 517-8860

wbuchheit@quailforever.org
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