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Native Plants in 
the City

The Lurie Garden, Millennium Park, Chicago, Illinois



http://brynmawrhistoric2.blogspot.com/2010/05/lurie-garden-new-wave-planting-style.html

Plant Selection 
1. Analyze site conditions -  

sun, soil, wind, rain, etc.

2. Program the space – 
How will it be used 
and by whom?

3. Identify green 
infrastructure needs – 

 Ecosystem services

 Working landscapes

4. Select a theme/concept 
Art elements 

 Principles of design

5. Determine availability

The Lurie Garden, Millennium Park, Chicago, Illinois



Image credit: Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd (designers + Piet Oudolf)

http://landscapevoice.com/millennium-park-the-lurie-garden/
http://brynmawrhistoric2.blogspot.com/2010/05/lurie-garden-new-wave-planting-style.html

The Lurie Garden, Millennium Park, Chicago, Illinois



Benefits of Native Plants in the City
Principles of Native Landscape Design

Native Edible Plants



https://www.springfieldmo.gov/DocumentCenter/View/51666/Native-Plant-Guide?bidId=



https://grownative.org/learn/gardens-of-excellence/
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Design Case Study: The Highline Trail, NYC



Photo: Ronda Burnett, MDC

Design Case Study: The Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum 
Mansfield, Missouri







Photo: Ronda Burnett, MDC



Splitbeard bluestem andropogon ternarius

Splitbeard Bluestem

Andropogon ternarius
http://greenplantreligion.tumblr.com/

Prairie Dropseed

Sporobolus heterolepis

Broomsedge

Andropogon virginica
http://www.flickriver.com/photos/alan_cressler/sets/72157603244080057/

Little Bluestem

Schizachyrium scoparium
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http://greenplantreligion.tumblr.com/image/110833370412
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Photo: City of Springfield

BEFORE AFTER

Government Plaza, 
Springfield, Missouri

Photo: Ronda Burnett, MDC Photo: Ronda Burnett, MDC

Adaptations for Stormwater Management



Photo: Ronda Burnett, MDC

Adaptations for Social Equity
Columbia, Missouri



Image generated by AI

Municipal policy updates regarding 

water usage and landscape 

composition include:

1.  Definitions and restrictions on 

‘non-functional’ turf.

2.  Performance standards that 

require certifications and trainings 

for landscape professionals.

3.  Enforcement provisions with more 

attention being given to installation 
and maintenance practices.

Adaptations for Climate Change



Photo: Alan Branhagen Linda Hall Library, Kansas City, Missouri

Turf Grass Alternative: Carex pensylvanica



Photo of Pretty City maintaining a planting: Michael Kilfoy (Studio X)

https://grownative.org/grow-native-professional-certification-program

Certification Programs: Landscape Professionals
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