
GRASSLAND BIRD POPULATION TRENDS 
IN MISSOURI 

2012-PRESENT

Founded 2010 “The Inspection” by David Seidensticker



2012: SURVEYS ON AUDUBON PARTNER RANCHES 



2013: SURVEYS ON MDC, MPF, TNC & PRIVATE FARMS



2016 - 2021: NEST MONITORING AT TWO OF MDC’S PBG 
STUDY AREAS







METHODS

Standard line-transect Distance sampling
but spatially explicit mapping on mobile devices

Traditional nest-searching and monitoring
Taberville & Wah’Kon-Tah prairies



RESULTS: DENSITY, BIRD FRIENDLINESS INDEX, MAPS, NEST 
SURVIVAL

Density

Diversity

Conservation Values



NESTS @ TABERVILLE AND WAH’KON-TAH PBG SITES



WAH’KON-TAH TREATMENT AND CONTROL UNITS

July 2019 June 2019



TRANSECT SURVEYS ON PBG AREAS



TRANSECT SURVEYS ACROSS MISSOURI

Photo: Bill Blackledge
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Photo: Andy Reago & Chrissy McClaren
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GRASSLAND GUILD - UPPER OSAGE GRASSLANDS PRIORITY 
GEOGRAPHY



GRASSLAND GUILD - WAH’KON-TAH



GRASSLAND GUILD - GRAND RIVER GRASSLANDS PRIORITY 
GEOGRAPHY



DUNN RANCH



DAVE HAUBEIN’S HICKMAN-OSAGE FARM: 2014, 2015, 
2017, 2019, 2021, 2023



Caveat…

We’re surveying the best of the best.

State agency land
Conservation non-profit holdings

Conservation-minded producers’ working lands
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Photo: Linda Williams



Photo:Andy Reago & Chrissy McClaren



Photo: Erik Ost



+ lawns & built environment







NEONICS



OTHER CAUSES OF DIRECT MORTALITY
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